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-2020 Church Leaders- 

   Moderator   OPEN 

   Church Clerk   Eleanor Clemente 

   Treasurer   Bruce Lindle 

   Missionary Treasurer  Ruthann Moore 

   Financial Secretary  OPEN 

Return Service Requested: 
First Baptist Church at Pedricktown 

P.O. Box 117 

89 West Mill Street 

Pedricktown, NJ 08067 

 

Adult Discipleship Team (5) 

Esther Jackson– chair 

Joy Suiters 

Loraine Young 

Bill Keating 

OPEN 

 

Stewardship Team (7) 

John Egan-chair 

Lisa Rudderow-Secretary 

Harry Moore 

OPEN 

Don Perry 

John Cobin– Vice Chair 

OPEN 

 

Worship Team (5) 

OPEN 

Christine Cobin 

Brian Heintzelman 

Connie Clark-Chair 

Lou Panichelli 
 

 

 

 

Pastoral Care Team (5) 

Tina Nipe– chair 

Marion Crawford 

Melby Hite 

Patty Ferrell 
Kathie Panichelli 
 

Children & Youth Discipleship Team (5) 

Jaclyn Minguez-chair 

JoAnne Taylor 

OPEN 

Gary Minguez 

Chrissy Cox 

 

Mission Team (9) 

Nancy Kohler-chair Josephine Pedrick 

Eleanor Clemente                    OPEN  

Betty Egan  Claire Kohler 

Ruthann Moore  Gretchen Biermann 

Warren Shiffer 

Please submit information to the office (299-2123) or email (fbcop@comcast.net) by  
the 20th of each month, to be considered for publication in this newsletter.  
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Pastor:   
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Editor:   
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Our Mission…”to birth and develop mature disciples of Jesus Christ 
who are characterized by faith, hope and love.” 
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“Which of you fathers, if your son asks for a fish, will give him a 
snake instead? Or if he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion? 
If you then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to 
your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give the 
Holy Spirit to those who ask Him?” (Luke 11:11-13).  
 

The above verses come in the context of Jesus teaching his disci-
ples to pray in response to their request in verse 1. In verses 5-8 
Jesus stresses the need for persistence in prayer and tells a parable 
to illustrate this. He’s telling us to be bold in our prayers.  
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In verses 9-10 Jesus teaches us to pray expecting an answer. “Ask and it will be given to you; 
seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you.” Notice there isn’t the slight-
est bit of doubt in the Lord’s words. 
 

But Jesus is addressing the subject of doubt in the minds of believers because He knows it’s a 
reality. At some point, don’t we all wonder, “Will God really listen to my prayers? Will God 
really provide all my needs? Can I really trust God to be faithful?” “I know He’s been faithful 
before—but what about this time?” Now we know Christians are never supposed to doubt 
God, and heaven forbid that a pastor doubts His faithfulness! But we are only human, so we 
have our doubts. I confess it’s happened to me and I expect it probably will again.  
 

In verses 11-13 Jesus asks us to focus specifically on the person to whom we address our 
prayers—our heavenly Father. He argues that if we can trust earthly fathers to supply the 
needs of their children, HOW MUCH MORE should we trust our heavenly Father to know 
and supply whatever we need? It is His deep love for us that guarantees His unwavering 
faithfulness to us. 
 

Years ago the Lord gave me an important insight. I made a connection between how I view 
my earthly and heavenly fathers. My dad was a chronic alcoholic and had trouble keeping 
promises. Over time I learned it was not wise to trust or depend on him blindly. In fact, the 
only thing I could depend on was his lack of dependability.  
 

I learned that subconsciously I sometimes confuse my Heavenly Father with my earthly fa-
ther regarding trust, faithfulness and dependability. “Will the Lord be there when I need 
Him? Can I trust Him to provide my needs and be my Rock?” I was comparing my heavenly 
Father to my earthly father—which is a very unfair comparison.  
 

Thankfully, there are many friends and loved ones in whom I can put my trust, even though 
all are flawed sinners like me. To this Jesus asks, “How much more?” If we can each find im-
perfect people to love us and be there for us—people in whom we can trust—how much 
more can we trust our Heavenly Father to meet our every need, especially our need of His 
Holy Spirit? 

 

I’ve found a way to remind myself of God’s unwavering faithfulness—especially when I find 
myself doubting Him. When I find myself doubting God’s love and faithfulness I imagine  
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CEDARS OF LEBANON  
There has been $11,630.00 pledged as of 02/23/2020 

 

Total received as of 02/23/2020 is $16,590.00 

 

Your generosity is wonderful. Thank you! 
 

Don’t forget to earmark the contribution for CEDARS OF LEBANON to 
make sure that it is applied to the right account.  
 

 

Lenten Suppers will once again be held on Wednesday evenings beginning 
on Ash Wednesday, February 26th at Union Presbyterian 
Church in Carneys Point. We begin with a meal at 6pm 
and meet for a lesson from 7-7:30pm. The series con-
cludes on April 1st.  Please sign up on the bulletin board 
to bring a soup or dessert. 
 

 

Pack Well 
During Lent, as we focus on Christ’s journey to the cross, let’s also examine 
the journey of our lives. The first task when leaving on any adventure is 
packing. What have you placed in your bag? Are you weighed down with 
temptations, self-doubt, money worries, relationship troubles? Have you 
overlooked any important items? Maybe your bag feels too empty for the 
challenges ahead. Remember to pack mercy, grace and forgiveness. 
 

Thanks to Easter, we know that our journey in Christ continues, even when 
the road becomes difficult. So as you prepare for Lent, carry with you the 
hope made possible by Jesus’ sacrifice on our behalf. 
 

—Based on the “Journey to Hope” sermon series, www.rethinkchurch.org/
lent 
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 Sermon Series: During Lent Pastor Merrit will preach a series based on the 
book: The Walk: Five Essential Practices of the Christian Life, by Adam Hamil-
ton. The topics are: 
March 1: Worship and Prayer: A Living Hallelujah 

March 8: Study: The Importance of Listening and Paying Attention 

March 15: Serve: Here I Am, Lord Send Me 

March 29: Give: Where Your Treasure Is … 

April 5: Share: Going Fishing, Reflecting Light 

 

 

 

Be Transformed! On Sunday, March 22nd The drama ministry Transformed, 
from Eastern University, will minister to us during the sermon time. 
“Transformed exists to glorify God through the dramatic presentation of the 
Gospel; committed to God, each other, the audience, and their love for theater 
as a way of sharing God’s truth.” Invite some friends to experience this minis-
try! 
 

 

Vacation Notice: Pastor Merrit will be on vacation Mon-
day, March 16th through Sunday, March 22nd. During this 
time please contact Tina Nipe (856-299-7015) with any pas-
toral care needs. 

 

 

Holy Week Services: 
Thursday, April 9: Maundy Thursday Service at First Baptist 
at 7pm with members of Hudson UMC. 
Friday, April 10: Good Friday Community Service, 12-3 pm at 
New Hope UMC, Penns Grove. 
Easter Sunday: Easter Worship Service at 9:45am featuring the Easter cantata, 
“Calvary’s Love Story” 
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 Jesus hanging on the cross saying to me: “Merrit, I came here to die for you and provide 
your greatest need. Will you not trust me for all the others?” In that moment all my doubt 
is transformed to praise, trust and gratitude. In this season of Lent let’s reflect often on our 
heavenly Father’s faithful provision of our every need—especially our need of salvation and 
the filling of the Holy Spirit. God is always faithful—because He loves us so much! 
 

 

Sincerely in Christ, 
Pastor Merrit 

 

 

GOD’S SERVANTS March 

 

Greeters: 
 

1st Stephanie Perry 

8th Chrissy & Meghan Cox 

15th Margie Drabold 

22nd Margie Drabold 

29th Jaclyn Minguez 

 If you would like to serve as a greeter, 
please contact Connie Clark at (856) 678-

6586. 
 

 

Scheduled Scripture Readers: 
 

1st Marion Crawford 

8th Ginny Messick 

15th Meghan Cox 

22nd Chrissy Cox 

29th Dede Marsango 

If you wish to have your name added to our 
reader’s list, please contact Michele Wallin  
at (856) 299-2123. 
 

 

 

Junior Church Volunteers: 
 

1st Lisa & Joel Rudderow 

8th Jaclyn Minguez 

15th Laura Brickner 

22nd Pam Golt 

29th Patty Ferrell 
If you feel led to help with Junior Church or 
the nursery, please contact Jaclyn Minguez  
at (609) 202-8491. 
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 Church Cancellation due to Weather 

If the National Weather Service has issued a weather warning, such as a winter 
storm warning, that is in effect during a scheduled service, that service may be 
cancelled.  Notice of cancellation will be posted on the church website 
(www.fbcpedricktown.org) and the FBC Pedricktown Facebook page by 8:00 AM 
or as soon as possible.  In addition, a recorded message concerning the cancella-
tion of a service may be accessed by telephoning the church at (856)299-2123.  If 
you would like to be notified by phone concerning the cancellation of a service, 
please contact the church office at (856)299-2123 and your name will be added 
to the “Please Call” list. 
 

 

Notice! 
There will be a Church Business meeting following the Morning 
Worship service on Sunday, March 15th.  This meeting is for 
the purpose of considering the Church Bylaws changes as post-
ed in the foyer.  There will also be an election of the Pastoral Search Committee 
members, which is also posted for your information.  Please pray for this meet-
ing and plan to attend to help us make some important decisions.  
 

 

 

 

Please join us in the Fellowship Hall on Saturday, 
April 4th for a retirement dinner honoring Pastor 
Merrit.  The evening will begin at 6 PM with dinner 
being catered by Lapp’s.  Tickets will be available 

for purchase (cost $12 per person) in the narthex through March 15th.  A mone-
tary retirement and thank you gift will also be collected and presented Pastor 
Merrit during that evening.   All monies will be collected by Tina Nipe.  Come help 
us celebrate the many years of service that Pastor Merrit and Dede have given to 
this congregation! 
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 Men’s Fellowship Breakfast 

Saturday, March 21st  at 9 AM  
Talk of the Towne Restaurant 

With the Women’s Group Included  
Join Us, with hearts full of Christian Love 

 

 

 

 

 

Paddling through Lent — And Life 

 

Lent is a time for restoring balance to our lives. The Eskimos 
practice balance as they venture into freezing Arctic waters in 
little boats. If you’ve ever paddled a kayak, you know how easy 
they are to tip. Thankfully, kayaks are just as easy to turn back 
upright. 
 

That isn’t a bad image for Lent — or for life as a whole. Whatever 
spiritual disciplines we adopt, if we succumb to temptation, it’s 
no biggie. One of the lessons of Lent is that, as long as we’re 
traveling light, it takes only a quick twist of the paddle to right 
us. That paddle twist might take the form of a quick but heartfelt 
prayer: “Jesus, set me straight again!” Or it might mean some ex-
tra time set aside for quiet meditation with God. Don’t get wor-
ried if your spiritual discipline fails now and then. Just let Jesus 
help you get upright once more, and keep paddling! 
 

—adapted from Carlos Wilton, in Homiletics 

 

 


