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-2019 Church Leaders- 

   Moderator   John Jordan 

   Church Clerk   Eleanor Clemente 

   Treasurer   Bruce Lindle 

   Missionary Treasurer  Ruthann Moore 

   Financial Secretary  Patty Ferrell 

Return Service Requested: 
First Baptist Church at Pedricktown 

P.O. Box 117 

89 West Mill Street 

Pedricktown, NJ 08067 

 

Adult Discipleship Team (5) 

Esther Jackson– chair 

Lois Jordan 

Loraine Young 

Bill Keating 

OPEN 

 

Stewardship Team (7) 

John Egan-chair 

Lisa Rudderow-Secretary 

Harry Moore 

OPEN 

Kelley Piel 
John Cobin 

Don Brickner-Vice Chair 

 

Worship Team (5) 

Dede Marsango 

Christine Cobin 

Brian Heintzelman 

Connie Clark-Chair 

OPEN 

 

 

 

 

Pastoral Care Team (5) 

Tina Nipe– chair 

Marion Crawford 

Melby Hite 

Patty Ferrell 
Charlotte Carty 

 

Children & Youth Discipleship Team (5) 

Jaclyn Minguez-chair 

JoAnne Taylor 

Laura Brickner 

Gary Minguez 

Chrissy Cox 

 

Mission Team (9) 

Nancy Kohler-chair Josephine Pedrick 

Eleanor Clemente                    OPEN  

Betty Egan  Claire Kohler 

Ruthann Moore  OPEN 

Warren Shiffer 

Please submit information to the office (299-2123) or email (fbcop@comcast.net) by  
the 20th of each month, to be considered for publication in this newsletter.  
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“Martha, Martha,” the Lord answered, “you are worried and up-
set about many things, but only one thing is needed. Mary has cho-
sen what is better, and it will not be taken away from her” (Luke 
10:41-42). 
 

I want to share with you the entry for July 17th from the devotion-
al, Jesus Calling, by Sarah Young. Jesus says: “Come away with 
me for a while. The world, with its non-stop demands, can be put 
on hold. Most people put Me on hold, rationalizing that someday 
they will find time to focus on me. But the longer they push Me 
into the background of their lives, the harder it is for them to find 
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You live among people who glorify busyness; they have made time a tyrant that controls 
their lives. Even those who know Me as Savior tend to march to the tempo of the world. 
They have bought into the illusion that more is always better: more meetings, more pro-
grams, more activity. 
 

I have called you to follow Me on a solitary path, making time alone with Me your highest 
priority and deepest joy. It is a pathway largely unappreciated and often despised. However, 
you have chosen the better thing, which will never be taken away from you. Moreover, as you 
walk close to Me, I can bless others through you.” 

 

********************************* 

Would you agree that Jesus speaks the truth through Sarah Young? Several of the com-
ments here ring especially true to me. First, our world does present non-stop demands that 
are always calling out for our attention. Let’s face it: there never comes a time when we 
complete our to-do list so we can spend time with Jesus. When one task is checked off, sev-
eral others take its place. This raises several questions: (1) What are my top priorities? (2) 
Which tasks are truly urgent and which can wait—or don’t deserve my attention at all? (3) 
Which tasks are more important than spending quality time with Jesus to deepen my rela-
tionship with Him? We all need to ponder these questions on a regular basis! 
 

We can’t use the excuse that life is more hectic today than ever—so it’s impossible to man-
age our time well. Martha lived two thousand years ago and fought the same battle. How 
can I complete all my tasks and still find time for fellowship with Jesus? Mary found the an-
swer. Our tasks will never be completed. Many things we label as “urgent” or “necessary” 
really are not. If they don’t get done today the world will keep spinning and the sun will rise 
tomorrow. Mary left Martha and the unfinished tasks because she saw the “better” use of 
her time in that moment was learning from Jesus. Mary knew everything else could and 
would wait—and it did! 
 

Let’s be clear. As Christians, our absolute top priority in life is developing a deepening rela-
tionship of intimacy with Jesus Christ. Nothing else comes close. As Jesus said above, many 
of us have allowed time to become a tyrant that controls our lives—acting as if we’re totally 
helpless against the god of busyness, so we surrender to the madness of non-stop activity. 
The truth is we have choices! We decide on and set the priorities in our lives. We decide on 
whether Jesus occupies first place in our lives—or seventh place or twelfth place. Martha 
made a choice and so did Mary. 
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 CEDARS OF LEBANON  
There has been $11,630.00 pledged as of 8/18/2019 

 

Those with pledges have given $11,395.00 

 

Others (no pledges) have given $4,860.00 

 

Total received as of 8/18/2019 is $16,255.00 

 

We really do appreciate all who have given to help children attend Camp 
Lebanon.  
 

Thank you so very much. 
 

Don’t forget to earmark the contribution for CEDARS OF LEBANON to 
make sure that it is applied to the right account.  
 

 

Operation Christmas Child 

Believe it or not, you have approximately 70 days (DUE:  Sunday, November 
10th) to purchase items and pack your Operation Christmas Child shoebox 
before the Mission Team needs to deliver them!  REMEMBER  CANDY, 
FOOD, LIQUIDS, TOOTHPASTE and BREAKABLE ITEMS are NOT  AL-
LOWED.   In the coming week’s shoeboxes and plastic shoeboxes will be 
available for you to use.  Also, see suggestions in fu-
ture bulletins.  “This is a powerful tool for evangelism 
and discipleship…to grow the Kingdom of God even in 
places where the Gospel has never been 
heard” (Samaritan’s Purse website).      
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Invitation to a Grown-Up Conversation…             
The Adult Discipleship Team of our church wants to invite all adults to 
give us your thoughts and ideas about how we can best provide oppor-

tunities for encouragement, learning, and spiritual growth.  This is a chance for 
YOU to simply tell US what WE need to know.  We want your ideas about how 
best to provide programming that will help you on your personal walk in faith.  
This will be a time where we listen and you talk.  The more input the ADT has, 
the better informed our future work will be. 
 

Look over the list of scheduled meetings below and choose one of the meet-
ings.  We are keeping the groups small enough that folks can really have a 
chance to talk to us about what is important to them.  Check the bulletin board 
in the church foyer for sign-up lists and get on board to help this church do a 
better job for the adults in the church family.  Please help us.  We’re counting 
on you! 
 

Wednesday, September 25, at 10 am in the Church Parlor 

 

Tuesday, October 1, at 7:30 pm at Esther Jackson’s, 35 K Drive, Pennsville 

 

Thursday, October 3, at 7:30 pm at Lois Jordan’s, 16 Laurel Lane,  Pilesgrove 

 

 

 

Sunday September 22: Mark your calendar because we will once again wor-
ship at Second Baptist Church on this day. Worship begins at 11:00am as we 
join our brothers and sisters in Christ to praise the Lord! 
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 In September the usually slower pace of summer gives way to increased activities. What 
will be your top priorities? Is spending time with Jesus (prayer, Bible study, worship, Sun-
day School, youth group) at the top of your list? May God’s Spirit lead us to make the 
“better” choice. 
 

Sincerely  in Christ, 
Pastor Merrit 

 

 

 

 

GOD’S SERVANTS September 

Greeters: 
1st Sharon & Gary Storicks 

8th Church Picnic 

15th Harry Moore 

22nd Stephanie Perry 

29th Harry Moore  
 If you would like to serve as a greeter, 
please contact Charlotte Carty at (856) 299-

3815. 
 

Nursery/Toddler Room Volunteers: 
1st Kelley & Sarah Piel 
8th Church Picnic 

15th Jaclyn & Gary Minguez 

22nd Barbara Jo & Missy Perry 

29th JoAnne Taylor & Nancy Kohler 

Please report to the nursery/toddler rooms 
by 9:30 a.m.  If you are unable to volunteer 
on your scheduled week, please arrange for 
a substitute and let the church office know 
by Thursday morning of that week.  
 

 

 

Scheduled Scripture Readers: 
1st Nancy Kohler 

8th Jaclyn Minguez 

15th Esther Jackson 

22nd Joel Rudderow 

29th  

If you wish to have your name added to our 
reader’s list, please contact Michele Wallin  
at (856) 299-2123. 
 

Junior Church Volunteers: 
1st Lisa & Joel Rudderow 

8th Church Picnic 

15th Nancy Kohler 

22nd Jaclyn Minguez 

29th Laura Brickner 

If you feel led to help with Junior Church or 
the nursery, please contact Jaclyn Minguez  
at (609) 202-8491. 
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PEDRICKTOWN  DAY   
Pedricktown Day is a wonderful way to showcase FBC and to greet old and new 
friends.  The Mission Team needs YOUR assistance to transport the water, 
games, etc. to the fire house on Friday, October 11th at 6:00 PM, help setting up 
the church’s booth at 7:30 AM on Saturday, and to reach out to visitors on Ped-
ricktown Day - Saturday, October 12th between 9:00 AM through 3:30 PM.  Also, 
we will need help with disassembling our booth and transporting items back to 
the church at 3:45.  Once again we are handing out water and have some festival 
games for the kids to enjoy with prizes.  We need YOU and YOUR entire family to 
commit just 90 minutes to participate in this very important mission endeavor.  
Our co-coordinators are Eleanor Clemente (telephone # (856) 299-6309 and e-

mail eleanor@theclementes.com) and Nancy Kohler (telephone # (856) 467-

5535 and e-mail nancy.kohler@verizon.net). 
 

Please use the sign-up sheet on the bulletin board in the narthex to select a con-
venient time.  WE NEED YOUR COMMITMENT TO THIS PROJECT BY SUNDAY, 
September 29th.  Unless the sign-up sheet is filled, we will need to cancel FBC’s 
participation in the 2019 Pedricktown Day festivities. 
 

We are in need of (a) volunteer(s) who can showcase their artistic talent by paint-
ing faces at the church booth.  If you are available and would like to volunteer a 
couple of hours, please speak to either Eleanor or Nancy.    
THANK YOU!! 
 

 

Men’s Fellowship Breakfast  
Saturday, September 21st at 9:00 AM 

With the Women’s Group Included 

Talk of the Towne Restaurant 

See Bill Clark with any questions 
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Save the Date: Our annual church picnic will take place Sun-
day, September 8th at the Carneys Point Recreation Complex. 
Worship begins at 11am with the picnic to follow. Please mark 
your calendar and invite some friends! 
 

 

Fellowship/Donut time – We are going to try something different starting in 
October.  We will no longer have our “donut teams” bringing us donuts every 
Sunday.  Instead, there will be a calendar on the board in the hall by the 
kitchen where everyone can sign up to bring a snack for the congrega-
tion.  Whatever you want!   
 

You will also be responsible for making the coffee 
and tea that day.  I will be happy to show you how 
to set up, just let me know.   You will not be responsible for buying the cream-
er, coffee or tea.  The hospitality team will still be responsible for any recep-
tions or special occasions.    
 

Here’s to yummy new treats!    Tina   

* A big thank you to the folks that were faithful in bringing donuts in the 
past!  
    

 NEEDED:  CASES OF BOTTLED WATER 

For several years Heritage’s very generously has been donating twenty cases 
of 16.9 oz. water bottles (a total of 480 bottles) for FBC’s Pedricktown Day 
Booth.  In addition to Heritage’s donation, we are asking the congregation 
for additional cases of water.  Those willing to donate a case, please have 
them into the church by Sunday, October 6th.  They can be placed on the 
shelves at the back door near the back of the stage.   
 

In advance, the Mission Team thanks all those willing to donate to this  out-
reach endeavor! 


