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-2019 Church Leaders- 

   Moderator   John Jordan 

   Church Clerk   Eleanor Clemente 

   Treasurer   Bruce Lindle 

   Missionary Treasurer  Ruthann Moore 

   Financial Secretary  Patty Ferrell 

Return Service Requested: 
First Baptist Church at Pedricktown 

P.O. Box 117 

89 West Mill Street 

Pedricktown, NJ 08067 

 

Adult Discipleship Team (5) 

Esther Jackson– chair 

Lois Jordan 

Loraine Young 

Bill Keating 

OPEN 

 

Stewardship Team (7) 

John Egan-chair 

Lisa Rudderow-Secretary 

Harry Moore 

OPEN 

Kelley Piel 
John Cobin 

Don Brickner-Vice Chair 

 

Worship Team (5) 

Dede Marsango 

Christine Cobin 

Brian Heintzelman 

Connie Clark-Chair 

OPEN 

 

 

 

 

Pastoral Care Team (5) 

Tina Nipe– chair 

Marion Crawford 

Melby Hite 

Patty Ferrell 
Charlotte Carty 

 

Children & Youth Discipleship Team (5) 

Jaclyn Minguez-chair 

JoAnne Taylor 

Laura Brickner 

Gary Minguez 

Chrissy Cox 

 

Mission Team (9) 

Nancy Kohler-chair Josephine Pedrick 

Eleanor Clemente                    OPEN  

Betty Egan  Claire Kohler 

Ruthann Moore  OPEN 

Warren Shiffer 

Please submit information to the office (299-2123) or email (fbcop@comcast.net) by  
the 20th of each month, to be considered for publication in this newsletter.  
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INSERT: 
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FBC Community 
The First Baptist Church at Pedricktown 

P.O. Box 117 

89 West Mill Street 

Pedricktown, NJ 08067 

(856) 299-2123 

fbcop@comcast.net 

www.fbcpedricktown.org 

Pastor:   
Merrit Marsango 

Editor:   
Michele Wallin 

Our Mission…”to birth and develop mature disciples of Jesus Christ 
who are characterized by faith, hope and love.” 
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The Lord who delivered me from the paw of the lion and the paw 
of the bear will deliver me from the hand of this Philistine (1 Sam-
uel 17:37).  
 

Back in the late 1990s the Philadelphia 76ers were a horrible bas-
ketball team. They played lousy basketball in a near-empty arena 
and it seemed the team would never regain the glory days of sea-
sons past. But then the team drafted a young kid from Georgetown  
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University named Allen Iverson. He was six feet tall and 165 pounds—a tiny person in the 
NBA land of giants. What Iverson lacked in size he more than compensated for in heart.  
 

While many criticized his off-court antics no one ever questioned his fearlessness on the 
court, driving to the basket with players twice his size waiting to knock him to the floor, 
which never deterred him. Early in his career Iverson was nicknamed “The Answer” (to Phila-
delphia’s basketball woes) and in 2001 he led the team to the NBA Finals. 
 

There was another “little guy” who became the answer for his people. He was known as King 
David. Because of his size and youth he was an extremely unlikely candidate for king, but 
God saw something others missed. David was a person of great faith in God and he trusted 
God to meet all his needs. While others ran from Goliath in great fear, David asked Saul for 
the opportunity to face the giant in battle and deliver his people from the Philistines. Why 
would David do this? Was he just a cocky kid? Was he crazy? No, David remembered God’s 
past deeds of deliverance and supplication. He told Saul, the God who delivered him in many 
other tight situations would be faithful to deliver him from this giant enemy—and David was 
right! 
 

Before defeating Goliath David told the Philistines, All those gathered here will know that it is 
not by sword or spear that the Lord saves; for the battle is the Lord’s, and he will give all of you 
into our hands (1 Samuel 17:47). David was not counting on his own strength and cunning to 
defeat the giant. He was no fool! He was counting on being an instrument of an all-powerful, 
all-knowing, almighty God—the One who would bring the improbable victory over a seem-
ingly invincible foe. David did not see himself as “the answer.” That was a title reserved for 
almighty God, in whom David trusted without reservation.  
 

God is always the answer to all our needs but many times God uses us to be the answer for 
those around us. David illustrates this in two ways. First, he knew God could accomplish 
great things through him if he had faith and made himself available to God. What set David 
apart from others is his belief that God could do anything, and he was a willing servant who 
put himself at God’s disposal. While others hesitated David said, “How can I be of service, 
Lord?”  
 

Second, David’s faith was strengthened by remembering the countless times when God de-
livered him from danger and provided his every need. This long list of God’s providential acts 
would not allow David to consider the possibility of God failing him.  
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 CEDARS OF LEBANON  
 

There has been $11,630.00 pledged as of 4/21/2019 

 

Those with pledges have given $11,165.00 

 

Others (no pledges) have given $4,765.00 

 

Total received as of 4/21/2019 is $15,930.00 

 

We, again, thank you for your generosity. 
Don’t forget to earmark the contribution for CEDARS OF LEBANON to 
make sure that it is applied to the right account.  
 

 

Vacation Notice: Pastor Merrit will be on vacation beginning Sat-
urday, May 11th through Sunday, May 19th. During that time 
please call Tina Nipe (856-299-7015) with any pastoral care needs. 

 

 

If you know someone who is in need of some encouragement 
and would like a card to be sent to them please contact some-
one on the Pastoral Care Team.   
 

 

Special dates for May 2019 

• National Day of Prayer, May 2, 2019  

• Mother’s Day, May 12, 2019  

• Armed Forces Day, May 18, 2019  

• Victoria Day (Canada), May 20, 2019  

• Memorial Day, May 27, 2019  

• Ascension, May 30, 2019 
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Celebrating Mom 

In spring 2013, a young man named Aba Atlas wanted to do something special 
for his birthday, so he gave his mom a present — and made a video about the 
gift and its beloved recipient. (Locate it on YouTube by searching for 
“iProjectAtlas, Dear Mother.”)  
 

For years, Aba’s mother had worked long hours outside the home and then 
cared for her kids each evening. She’d bought a house so her children would 
always have a place to call home, yet the mortgage caused her great stress. 
Working at a $30,000/year position, Aba saved enough money to pay off his 
mom’s mortgage and, on his birthday, presented her with a check. According 
to a caption in the video, her response was “Wow x 9000.”  

 

“I want to celebrate my life by celebrating the woman who gave me life,” Aba 
says.  
  

 

Mother's Day 

In 1907, a lady in Philadelphia, Anna Jarvis, began lob-
bying for a day when our nation would honor mothers. 
She persuaded the leaders of the church her mother 
attended to designate the second Sunday of May as 
Mother's Day.  
 

After Mrs. Jarvis had written countless letters to political authorities across the 
nation, by 1911 Mother's Day was celebrated in almost every state. In 1914, 
President Woodrow Wilson proclaimed Mother's Day a national holiday. He 
chose the second Sunday in May for the annual celebration. The second Sun-
day in May was the anniversary of the death of Mrs. Jarvis' mother  
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 Do you believe God can do great things through you? Has God met your needs in the past? 
Do you believe He will continue to do so? Is God calling you to be “the answer” to some 
needs in the lives of those around you? Yes, the battle is the Lord’s, but He always seeks 
people of faith to step up and answer His call of duty. Are you available? 

 

 

Sincerely in Christ, 
Pastor Merrit 

 

 

GOD’S SERVANTS May 

Greeters: 
5th Chrissy & Meghan Cox & 

 Ginny Messick 

12th Stephanie Perry 

19th Chrissy & Meghan Cox & 

 Ginny Messick 

26th Marjorie Drabold 

 If you would like to serve as a greeter, 
please contact Charlotte Carty at (856) 299-

3815. 
 

Nursery/Toddler Room Volunteers: 
5th Barbara Jo Perry & Missy Perry 

12th JoAnne Taylor & Nancy Kohler 

19th Vicki Justice & Valerie Rinnier 

26th Eleanor Clemente & John Cobin 

Please report to the nursery/toddler rooms 
by 9:30 a.m.  If you are unable to volunteer 
on your scheduled week, please arrange for 
a substitute and let the church office know 
by Thursday morning of that week.  
 

 

 

 

 

Scheduled Scripture Readers: 
5th Don Brickner 

12th Marion Crawford 

19th Eleanor Clemente 

26th Nancy Kohler 

If you wish to have your name added to our 
reader’s list, please contact Michele Wallin  
at (856) 299-2123. 
 

Junior Church Volunteers: 
5th Lisa & Joel Rudderow 

12th Jaclyn Minguez 

19th Laura Brickner 

26th Beth & Amelia Biermann 

If you feel led to help with Junior Church or 
the nursery, please contact Jaclyn Minguez  
at (609) 202-8491. 
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The Living Word 

Many know of teacher Annie Sullivan helping young Helen Keller break through 
barriers of blindness and deafness to discover language: how Sullivan placed one 
of Helen’s hands under running water, spelling water in sign language over and 
over into the other. In Keller’s words: “Suddenly I felt a misty consciousness as of 
something forgotten — a thrill of returning thought; and somehow the mystery 
of language was revealed to me. I knew that w-a-t-e-r meant the wonderful cool 
something that was flowing over my hand. That living word awakened my soul, 
gave it light, hope, joy, set it free.”  

 

God’s living Word, working through the waters of baptism, also awakens us — to 
a life of faith anchored in God’s unconditional love. Baptism revives in us a “misty 
consciousness” that we are safe in God and reveals “the mystery of language” 
that is prayer. In baptism, as water washes over our bodies, the living Word gives 
us light, hope, joy and true freedom. 
  

 

SPECIAL BUSINESS MEETING 

A special meeting of the membership of First Baptist Church at Pedricktown will 
be held on Sunday, May 5, 2019 at 11:30 a.m.  The purpose of this meeting is to 
appropriate funds for the installation of a new septic system.  
 

 

Prayer Breakfasts   

 Prayer Breakfasts are a time when we can enjoy one another 
and spend time in prayer about the things that matter to us 
most, sharing concerns for our church, its ministries and pro-
grams, those who participate with us, and the mission God has 
given us to carry out.  Join with friends for a wonderful breakfast and time of fel-
lowship on Saturday, May 4th, from 8:30 to 10:00 am at the church.  Please sign 
up on the board if you will join us. 
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On Sunday, May 5th we will host the annual meeting of The West New Jer-
sey Baptist Association. Our sister churches from South Jersey will join us for 
worship beginning at 3pm. A business meeting follows worship with a dinner 
in Fellowship Hall at 5:30pm. If you plan to attend the dinner please sign up 
on the bulletin board. The cost of the dinner is $10.00.  
 

 

Adults & Youth: Call to Action! 
The Adult Discipleship Team calls and encourages the 
adults and youth among our church family to pray for and 
consider how you might give a few evenings to the Vaca-
tion Bible School ministry here this summer.  Volunteers 
are needed to work with and encourage the children who 
will be learning about our Lord in this fun and fabulous 
few days – June 24th-28th from 6:00-8:30 pm.  The Chil-
dren and Youth ministry team will find YOU a job in which 
to use the gifts and interests that GOD has placed in you, and you will be so 
very blessed by the few days of VBS.  Please speak with Jaclyn Minguez for 
more information or to find YOUR PLACE in this valuable short-term mission. 
Help us reach our community's children in this meaningful way! 
 

 

 

 

Old Fashioned Hymn Sing 

May 5th at 6:30 PM 

Alloway Baptist Church 

Bring, invite or call a friend to come for the  
Hymn sing.  Remember, all we have to do is 

make a joyful noise—together. 


