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-2019 Church Leaders- 

   Moderator   John Jordan 

   Church Clerk   Eleanor Clemente 

   Treasurer   Bruce Lindle 

   Missionary Treasurer  Ruthann Moore 

   Financial Secretary  Patty Ferrell 

Return Service Requested: 
First Baptist Church at Pedricktown 

P.O. Box 117 

89 West Mill Street 

Pedricktown, NJ 08067 

 

Adult Discipleship Team (5) 

Esther Jackson– chair 

Lois Jordan 

Loraine Young 

Bill Keating 

OPEN 

 

Stewardship Team (7) 

John Egan-chair 

Lisa Rudderow-Secretary 

Harry Moore 

OPEN 

Kelley Piel 
John Cobin 

Don Brickner-Vice Chair 

 

Worship Team (5) 

Dede Marsango 

Christine Cobin 

Brian Heintzelman 

Connie Clark-Chair 

OPEN 

 

 

 

 

Pastoral Care Team (5) 

Tina Nipe– chair 

Marion Crawford 

Melby Hite 

Patty Ferrell 
Charlotte Carty 

 

Children & Youth Discipleship Team (5) 

Jaclyn Minguez-chair 

JoAnne Taylor 

Laura Brickner 

Gary Minguez 

Chrissy Cox 

 

Mission Team (9) 

Nancy Kohler-chair Josephine Pedrick 

Eleanor Clemente                    OPEN  

Betty Egan  Claire Kohler 

Ruthann Moore  OPEN 

Warren Shiffer 

Please submit information to the office (299-2123) or email (fbcop@comcast.net) by  
the 20th of each month, to be considered for publication in this newsletter.  
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Our Mission…”to birth and develop mature disciples of Jesus Christ 
who are characterized by faith, hope and love.” 
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Immediately the rooster crowed the second time. Then Peter re-
membered the word Jesus had spoken to him: “Before the rooster 
crows twice you will disown me three times.” And he broke down 
and wept (Mark 14:72).  
 

Peter’s actions are described as denying, disowning or betraying 
Jesus. Whatever you call it, it’s painful stuff for both parties. 
Growing up, my good friend Reggie and I were bonded by our 
love of baseball. From ages 9 to 18 we played on the same teams.  
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We were tight friends until freshman year of high school, when both of our friendship circles 
expanded. Still, I wasn’t prepared to be ignored by Reggie every day when I passed him in 
the hall standing with his new friends. He wouldn’t even look at me! I felt the pain of being 
denied, disowned and yes, betrayed! When someone denies their association and friendship 
with you the pain is deep. 
 

We read the story of Peter’s betrayal and immediately distance ourselves from the disciple. 
Peter, how could you? You coward! Surely, we think, I would never have disowned Jesus in 
that situation. I will never do this to Jesus! The problem—that’s what Peter said to Jesus. 
“Even if I have to die with you, I will never disown you” (Mark 14:31). And then he did. 
 

This passage came to me following our recent joint worship service with Second Baptist 
Church. Most of us are inspired by how open the Second Baptist members are to saying 
“Amen!” and praising the Lord in such a free and unrestrained manner. Their joy comes di-
rectly from the Holy Spirit to their mouths and bodies—and they just let it out without hesi-
tation. It’s a beautiful thing to witness. They don’t care who sees or hears them, or what oth-
ers may think. They love the Lord and they’re going to let that be known—no matter what! 
 

Some of our church members have told me that at times they were so close to shouting out, 
“Amen!” during the sermon, or raising their hands during a praise song—but they didn’t. 
When I ask why, they confess a fear of what others might think of them. I raise this issue not 
to belittle anyone, but to make us all think this issue through. Let’s be honest: ARE WE 
ASHAMED OF OUR FEELINGS FOR JESUS? If I blurt out my love and praise of Jesus in public 
will people think I’m weird? Will they think I’ve lost my senses? Should I even care? 

 

When the Holy Spirit sends a command to my heart to PRAISE THE LORD and I suppress 
that command—I am quenching the Holy Spirit! I am throwing a bucket of water on the fire 
of the Spirit and, like Peter, I am denying my association with Jesus. I am rejecting an oppor-
tunity to bring praise and glory to my Lord and Savior—all because I’m afraid of what others 
will think of me! In those moments I’m telling Jesus that I’m ashamed of letting others know 
how much I love Him. Whenever we do this we should weep like Peter did. 
 

Thankfully, Jesus never seems to be ashamed of being associated with us and publicly de-
claring His undying love for us—for all the world to see. He came to be with us, became one 
of us, and died for us to pay our sin debt. Jesus put His reputation and life on the line to show 
us the depths of His love. So isn’t it truly sad and ridiculous that WE would hesitate to show 
our love and praise for Jesus—because we’re afraid of damaging our stellar reputations? God 
forgive us! 
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CEDARS OF LEBANON  
 

There has been $11,630.00 pledged as of 3/24/2019 

 

Those with pledges have given $11,095.00 

 

Others (no pledges) have given $4,750.00 

 

Total received as of 3/24/2019 is $15,845.00 

 

We, again, thank you for your generosity. 
 

Don’t forget to earmark the contribution for CEDARS OF LEBANON to 
make sure that it is applied to the right account.  
 

 

When We Can’t Find Easter 

Easter is the most joyous Christian holy day ... except when it’s not. What do 
we do when our mood isn’t what we think it “should” be? The kids are sug-
ared up, we’re juggling family gatherings (and maybe conflicts), our every-
day challenges remain, and festive hymns — however rousing — fail to lift 
our spirits. We wonder, “What’s wrong with me, that I can’t 
seem to find Easter?”  

 

Been there, done that. And it’s okay. You’re okay.  
 

Jesus’ resurrection doesn’t scoop us out of our troubles, but the death-

defying Christ walks through them beside us, on our own Emmaus road 
(Luke 24). We aren’t alone. When we can’t find Easter, Easter somehow finds 
us — if not on this designated Sunday, perhaps two days from now, or next 
week or mid-May. Watch for it; keep your heart open. Christ is risen indeed 
— and you shall be too.  
—Heidi Mann 
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The Magnitude of God’s Love 

It would be spectacular and amazing ... if some king’s son were to appear in a 
beggar’s home to nurse him in his illness, wash off his filth and do everything 
else the beggar would have to do. Would this not be a profound humility? Any 
spectator or any beneficiary of this honor would feel impelled to admit that he 
had seen or experienced something unusual and extraordinary, something 
magnificent.  
 

And yet the love of the Son of God for us is of such magnitude that the greater 
the filth and stench of our sins, the more he befriends us, the more he cleanses 
us, relieving us of all our misery and of the burden of all our sins and placing 
them upon his own back.  
 

Whenever the devil declares: “You are a sinner!” Christ interposes: “I will re-
verse the order; I will be a sinner, and you are to go scotfree.” Who can thank 
our God enough for this mercy?  

—Martin Luther, Luther’s Works 22, 166-167 

 

National Day of Prayer 

Thursday, May 2nd 2019 at 8:00 AM 

Presented by Ranch Hope & Salem County Chamber of Commerce 

Keynote Speaker:  
Reverend David L. Bailey 

Where: 
Catholic Community Holy Spirit 

Parish Center 

2 Lamplighter Dr. 
Woodstown, NJ 08098 

 

Full Breakfast Buffet catered by 

Lapps Dutch Market 

Please call 856-351-2244 for tickets by April 25th. 
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 If we want to experience the joyful, unrestrained praise and worship of Jesus Christ like our 
friends at Second Baptist, we’re going to have to find some courage. We need a few brave 
souls to shout, “Amen,” “Praise the Lord,” or “Hallelujah!” Others can raise their hands in 
praise. If we can do this in our church sanctuary maybe we can boldly bear witness to Jesus 
out in the world. After first denying Jesus, Peter found the courage to do so. May we do 
likewise! 
 

Sincerely in Christ, 
Pastor Merrit 

 

GOD’S SERVANTS April 
Greeters: 
7th Bill & Patty Ferrell 
14th Claire Kohler 

21st Bonnie & Daniel Heintzelmann 

28th OPEN 

 If you would like to serve as a greeter, 
please contact Charlotte Carty at (856) 299-

3815. 
 

Nursery/Toddler Room Volunteers: 
7th Eleanor Clemente & John Cobin 

14th Kelley & Sarah Piel 
21st Jaclyn & Gary Minguez 

28th Connie Clark & Esther Jackson 

Please report to the nursery/toddler rooms 
by 9:30 a.m.  If you are unable to volunteer 
on your scheduled week, please arrange for 
a substitute and let the church office know 
by Thursday morning of that week.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scheduled Scripture Readers: 
7th Esther Jackson 

14th Kelley Piel 
21st Lisa Rudderow 

28th Jaclyn Minguez 

If you wish to have your name added to our 
reader’s list, please contact Michele Wallin  
at (856) 299-2123. 
 

 

Junior Church Volunteers: 
7th Laura Brickner 

14th Pam Golt 

21st Connie Clark & Patty Ferrell 
28th Nancy Kohler 

If you feel led to help with Junior Church or 
the nursery, please contact Jaclyn Minguez  
at (609) 202-8491. 
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Holy Week Services: 
Maundy Thursday (April 18) Communion and Tenebrae Service 

7pm at Hudson United Methodist Church- Pedricktown 

 

Good Friday Community Service 

12pm to 3pm, New Hope United Methodist Church 

174 South Broad Street, Penns Grove 

 

Easter Sunday Worship at FBC 

9:45am. Choir cantata: “Behold the Lamb!” 

Reception following worship 

 

 

 

Men’s Fellowship Breakfast 

Saturday, April 20th 2019 at 9:00 AM 

Talk of the Towne Restaurant  
See Bill Clark for info.  

 

 

 

 

 

Lenten Prayer Vigil - Saturday, April 13th, 6am-6pm in the church 
sanctuary; sign-up on bulletin board 
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Is has always been said that “April Showers bring May 
Flowers,” but here at Amazing Grace, April is New Stu-
dent Enrollment month!  This is a chance were new fami-
lies can now enroll for September 2019-2020 school 
year!  As you may know, “AGEEC” starts our preschool 
programs at 2 years and 6 months of age due to the en-

tryways and steps down to the classrooms, per the State of NJ, Office of Li-
censing , up to our 4-year-old Pre-K programs.  We will once again be hosting 
our kindergarten program with Ms. Dawn!  This is exciting news! 
  

Once April is here, students with teachers begin our countdown to sum-
mer.  As of April 1st, we have 49 days of school left!   
  

Students and parents will be going on our Spring field trip to the Adventure 
Aquarium in Camden on Friday, April 26.  This will be a fun time had by all! 
 

 

 

 

The Stewardship Team is exploring online giving options and 
has found a way to allow congregants to give their tithes by us-
ing a bill pay method through their own banks.  If this is some-

thing you or your family would be interested in participating in please send 
an email to lisarudderow@verizon.If you have any questions please ask Lisa 
Rudderow either by email or in person. 
 


